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Dear Ms Collyer 

Re: Enhanced distribution network planning and reporting draft rule determination  

Evoenergy welcomes the opportunity to provide a submission to the Australian Energy Market 

Commission (AEMC) on its draft rule determination published 23 April 2026.  

We support the views expressed in the Energy Networks Australia submission, and provide the 

following additional feedback.  

As the energy transition continues to gain momentum and consumers continue to invest in 

consumer energy resources (CER), we support the need for strategic, transparent longer-term 

planning to support informed and efficient decision making by networks, regulators, non-network 

solution proponents and end consumers. 

We urge the AEMC to carefully consider how the final determination best reflects a planning 

framework that achieves its policy intent, while providing an appropriate level of flexibility to 

reflect future uncertainty and the different circumstances of distribution network service providers 

(DNSPs). Providing adequate guidance on the role and requirements of the proposed AER 

guidelines, including scope, staging and proportionality of data requirements will be important in 

ensuring distribution network development plans (DNDPs) achieve the objective of being 

strategic planning documents, rather than additional regulatory burden.  

We consider it necessary to require the AER to have regard to the DNDP in its regulatory 

decision making to ensure investment within a five year regulatory control period best reflects the 

long term interests of consumers through enabling forward-looking, no regrets investment over a 

longer time horizon than that regulatory control period.  

We note the need to balance reliance on long term planning in considering investment 

requirements against the risk of assuming a level of precision which exceeds that achievable for 

longer time horizons, and encourage a framework which allows for a range of scenarios and 

reducing confidence levels over time to avoid stakeholders overemphasising the certainty of long 

term plans.  

We also emphasise that planning output expectations must appropriately reflect real-world 

deliverability constraints and should not be interpreted as firm commitments or endorsements of 

specific outcomes. In Evoenergy’s experience, network development is increasingly constrained 

by factors such as brownfield complexity, outage coordination, constructability, supply chains, 

resourcing, and land access. Planning frameworks that are overly theoretical risk 

misrepresenting what can practically be delivered within relevant timeframes, having regard to 

these factors.  






