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those requirements must be implemented in a way that does not inadvertently slow connection 

processes or create repeated modelling and review cycles. 

This is particularly important given that several key implementation matters are proposed to be 

addressed through future AEMO guideline updates, including the Power System Model Guidelines 

(PSMG), Power System Stability Guidelines (PSSG) and System Strength Impact Assessment 

Guidelines (SSIAG). These guidelines will be critical to how the new framework operates in practice. 

If modelling expectations, assessment processes, and evidence requirements are not clear, 

proportionate, and consistently applied, there is a risk that the benefits of the tiered framework will be 

undermined by implementation uncertainty. 

The implementation challenge applies to network service providers as well as proponents, due to the 

requirement to assess large inverter-based loads against technical requirements that are more 

comparable to those historically applied to large generation and inverter-based resource connections. 

While Jemena supports this direction where necessary for system security, many distribution 

networks have not historically needed to maintain the same depth of internal capability, resourcing or 

experience for these types of assessments. A clear transition period, supported by practical AEMO 

guidance, will therefore be important to ensure DNSPs can apply the new framework consistently and 

efficiently without adding avoidable delay to the connection process. 

Jemena considers that time-bound review and re-review processes are particularly critical. The 

practical impact of the new framework will depend not only on the technical standards themselves, 

but on how efficiently technical material is assessed, commented on, revised and accepted. Without 

clear expectations for review and re-review timeframes, there is a risk that proponents and NSPs 

become caught in repeated modelling cycles, particularly where comments are limited, iterative or 

administrative in nature. This would undermine the benefits of the tiered framework and could delay 

connection offers for projects that would otherwise meet the relevant technical requirements. 

Furthermore, Jemena’s concern is not with the direction of the reforms, but with the sequencing of 

implementation, as the draft determination proposes that the new requirements commence when the 

final rule is published, while AEMO would have up to 12 months to update the key guidelines that will 

explain how modelling and assessment requirements should be applied in practice. This creates a 

risk that proponents and DNSPs may need to apply new requirements before the supporting guidance 

is settled, leading to rework, inconsistent assessment and delayed connection outcomes. 

Jemena therefore proposes that the Commission either align the commencement of new modelling 

and assessment requirements with the finalisation of the relevant AEMO guideline updates or provide 

a minimum 12-month transitional pathway for materially advanced distribution-connected large IBL 

projects. At a minimum, projects with detailed design, connection studies, procurement or commercial 

commitments already underway should have a clear pathway to continue under existing requirements 

or an agreed transitional approach. The final rule should also provide clarity for staged expansions of 

existing facilities, where new obligations should be applied in a way that is proportionate to the 

incremental plant or material change being proposed, rather than automatically reopening the 

compliance basis for existing embedded plant commissioned under previous requirements. 

Therefore, Jemena encourages the Commission to ensure that the final rule and associated 

implementation arrangements: 

• provide a minimum 12-month transition period, or at minimum, clearer criteria for materially 
advanced projects and staged expansions of existing facilities to continue under existing 
requirements or an agreed transitional pathway; 
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• provide clear, practical and proportionate modelling and assessment expectations for each 
tier of connection through the PSMG, PSSG and SSIAG updates, including guidance that 
supports consistent application by DNSPs and appropriate treatment of legacy equipment 
where detailed OEM models are unavailable; 

• avoid unnecessary duplication of modelling, testing and review processes; 

• establish clear, timebound expectations or service-level guidance, for the review, re-review 
and acceptance of technical material, particularly where proponents are responding to limited, 
minor or administrative comments; 

• support practical implementation mechanisms, such as composite or template load models, 
staged validation, use of DMAT-style evidence where appropriate, conditional energisation 
where technically appropriate, and recognition of standardised or previously assessed UPS 
and inverter equipment where this can be done without compromising system security. 

Without these practical mechanisms, there is a risk that the new framework, while proportionate in 

design, could still result in repeated modelling cycles, delayed connection offers and avoidable 

pressure on time-sensitive projects. 

Jemena considers that these matters are essential to ensuring the reforms achieve their intended 

purpose. A clear and proportionate framework for large inverter-based loads should support system 

security, while also supporting efficient and timely investment in critical infrastructure. Connection 

speed is not simply a commercial preference for proponents, but it is central to maintaining Australia’s 

attractiveness as a destination for major energy-intensive investment and to ensuring that network 

connection processes remain workable for all parties.  

For more information regarding Jemena’s submission or to arrange a discussion, please contact me 

via . 

 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 

 

Matthew Serpell, 

Electricity Regulation Manager 




