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Dear Ms Collyer,  

AEMC Improving the National Electricity Market (NEM) Access Standards – 
Package 2 Draft Report 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Improving the NEM Access Standards – 
Package 2 Draft Report (draft rule). Clear, technically robust access standards are essential 
to promoting the efficient investment in, and operation of, electricity services for the long-
term interests of consumers with respect to the security and reliability of the NEM. 

APA is an ASX listed owner, operator, and developer of energy infrastructure assets across 
Australia. Through a diverse portfolio of assets, we provide energy to customers in every 
state and territory. As one of Australia’s leading energy infrastructure companies, we are 
keenly interested in policy processes that aim to improve the security and reliability of 
energy supplies. APA owns and operates three critical HVDC interconnectors in Australia, 
namely Basslink (TAS-VIC), Directlink (NSW-QLD), and Murraylink (SA-VIC) and has 
operated the Darling Downs Solar Farm in Queensland since 2019.  

APA broadly supports the direction of the draft rule, particularly the move towards a more 
transparent and predictable regulatory framework. We endorse the introduction of a tiered 
classification for Inverter Based Loads (IBL) and the clarification of disturbance ride-through 
standards for Schedule 5.3 Participants. By anchoring minimum access standards to 
documented network planning contingencies and providing a clear list of reclassified non-
credible events, the Commission will significantly reduce the open-ended compliance risks 
that may drive inefficient over-engineering and delayed connections.  

While APA also welcomes the reform allowing HVDC operators to procure system strength 
from third parties, we stress that the practical success of this measure depends on a clear 
cost-recovery mechanism. Additionally, we advocate for the inclusion of clear ‘reasonable 
grounds’ guardrails for plant testing requests to ensure that compliance oversight remains 
aligned and prioritised with the system security framework defined in Chapter 4 of NER.  

If you have any questions about our submission, please contact Liz Gharghori, Markets 
Manager, on  or . 

Regards, 

Liz Gharghori 
Markets Manager, Market Regulation  










