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Mr Victor Leach      AEMC 

      Level 15 60 Castlereagh Street  

      Sydney NSW 2000 

15 May 2024 

 

Dear AEMC Team, 

Re: Accelerating smart meter deployment rule change. 

I am writing to express my views on the draft determination and rule for accelerating smart 

meter deployment. 

As a Radiation Health Physicist with some 50 years of experience in radiation protection, I 

have reviewed the literature and disagree entirely with the current ARPANSA safety standard 

based on the ICNIRP guidelines. This wireless radiation absorbed in the body produces 

cellular stress by overproducing reactive oxygen species (ROS), causes DNA damage, and is 

a carcinogenic agent1.  

I oppose installing smart electricity meters that emit pulsed radiofrequency (RF) radiation. 

RF radiation is harmful because the current ARPANSA standard is based on ICNIRP 

guidelines, and these guidelines only protect against short-term heating. ICNIRP is an 

industry-backed organisation that is comprised of stakeholders2. As my electricity box is on 

the same wall as my bedroom, I will be exposed to this radiation for prolonged periods of 

time while sleeping. This will interfere with my melatonin production3,  alter my 

neurotransmitters,4 and affect my heart5 while sleeping. I have measured my bedroom's ELF 

and RF exposure levels, which are currently acceptable. There are very few measurements 

made with smart meters installed on walls near bedrooms, but I can see they are unacceptably 

high, greater than 0.4 mW/m2 6. My bed head is currently less than 0.01 mW/m2. 

 If you wish to attach a smart meter to my electricity box, you must move it to the other side 

of the house so it’s on my garage wall and not my bedroom wall. The cost of doing this is 

considerable. I am sure that other homeowners are in the same situation as me. The building 

regulations do not have a clause regarding the placement of meter boxes on houses, which is 

a significant flaw and should be addressed when building new homes. My house was built in 

1998. You need to factor the cost of meter box removal into your smart meter rollout. I 

previously refused the offer of a smart meter and have my old analogue meter on my 

electricity box. I had the option to reject a smart meter, and this new legislation will take 
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