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8 February 2024

Australian Energy Market Commission
GPO Box 2603
SYDNEY NSW 2000

Lodged electronically: aemc@aemc.gov.au

Reference: ERC0349

Dear Sir/Madam,

RE: Submission to AEMC Concessional finance for Transmission Network Service Providers, Draft
Rule Determination

Origin Energy (Origin) appreciates the opportunity to provide a response to the Australian Energy Market
Commission’s (AEMC) Concessional finance for Transmission Network Service Providers (TNSPs), Draft
Rule Determination.

Origin supports the AEMC’s draft decision for sharing the benefits of concessional finance with consumers.
Further, we consider it appropriate that the scope of the rule change be extended to include distribution
networks. This would allow for concessional finance benefits to be shared with distribution customers where
agreed to through negotiation by the government funding body and the distribution network service
provider. Incorporating distribution networks under the rule change ensures consistency and utilises
common information obligations and regulatory arrangements across network assets.

We agree with the proposed notification process for network service providers to notify the AER of any
concessional finance agreement where the benefits are to be shared with consumers. We also support the
prescribed information to be included in the agreement. We consider that the proposed information to be
included in the agreement is sufficient to allow the AER to determine the benefits to be shared and how
these benefits are to be passed through to consumers.

We also support the application of transitional rules to enable the sharing of benefits with consumers where
these have been agreed between the date of this draft rule determination and the commencement of the
final rule. This ensures that customers receive the intended benefits any concessional finance sharing
arrangements provided prior to the final rule.

If you have any questions regarding this submission, please contact Gary Davies in the first instance at
gary.davies@originenergy.com.au.

Yours sincerely,

Sarah-Jane Derby
Senior Manager, Regulatory Policy
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